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Ministry  of  Health  circular  No. 2514  directs  that  .annual 

reports  for  1340  should  be  interim  ones  and  confined  to  "essential 
and  urgent  matters".  This  report  .is  therefore  in  the  form  of  a 
summary  of  the  more  important  information. 

1 .  Statistics . 


The  rateable  value  at  December  51st ,  1340  was  £142,177. 

There  were  4,529  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1940. 

The  population  figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General 
is  16,330,  but  the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  1940  was 
21,000.  The  former  figure  has  been  taken  as  being  the  population 
for  purposes  of  calculation.  The  sudden  increase  in  the  population 
was  due  chiefly  to  the  large  member  of  people  who  evacuated  themselves 
to  this  place  when  air  raids  on  London  began  in  the  Autumn  of  1940. 
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Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 20. 2 
Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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death-rate  by  1,57. 

Death-rates  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age, 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births. 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births. 


The  death  rate  for  all  infants  has  increased  considerably 
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Seventeen  deaths,  occurred  of  in i. ants  under  one  year  of 
five  may  be  attributed,  to  prematurity  and-  three  to  congenital 
abnormality.  One  was  due  to  war  operations.  Thus  over  half  were 
un preventable.  292  live  births  occurred  during  the  year.  Of 

the  five  illegitimate  children  born  two  died,  this  accounts  for  the 
high  infant  mortality  rate  amongst  illegitimate  infants. 
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2. 


Hospital. 


The  provision  of  an  adequate  hospital  for  the  town  has 
been  prevented  for  the  period  of  the  war.  The  Cottage  Hospital 
has  moved  to  larger  premises  and  has  no*'  twenty  beds. 

5 .  Infections  Disease. 


The  following  cases  were 

Diphtheria. 
Scarlet  Fever. 
Measles . 

Whooping  Cough 
Others. 

.  Tuberculosis. 


notified  during  the  year. 
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Eight  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  removals  into  the  district, 
13  new  cases  were  notified,  which  is  the  same  as  for  1923. 


With  the  exception  of  an  epidemic  of  measles  the  health  of 
school  children  has  been  satisfactory. 


Diphtheria  Inoculation. 


217  children  have  been  inoculated  against  Diphtheria  during 

the  year. 


145  children  under  five  years  of  age 
at  the  Clinics. 

74  children  between  the  age  of  five 
and  fourteen  years  at  the  Council 
Offices  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Private  Practitioners. 

5 .  Sewage  Disposal  -  Mimram  Outfall  Scheme. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  negotiations  were  being  actively 
pursued  to  increase  the  capacity  of  the  sewage  works  which  are 
overloaded. 


6 .  Housing. 

No  new  nouses  are  being  constructed  although  there  is  an 
urgent  need  for  additional  housing  accommodation. 
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Evacuation. 


The  Urban  District  is  a  reception  area.  Pith  the 
exception  of  an  outbreak  of  measles  the  health  of  the  evacuees  has 
been  good. 


0.  Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area. 

All  samples  of  the  public  water  supply  taken  during  the 
year  have  been  uniformly  pure.  The  water  is  now  chlorinated. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  premises  in  the  torn  is 
satisfactory. 


During  the  year  670  inspections  were  made,  55  informal 
notices  were  served  and  complied,  with.  Measures  were  successfully 
taken  at  the  Councils  swimming  pool  to  render  the  water  bacteriologically 
satisfactory. 


Air  Raid  Precautions, 


The  First  Aid  Pest  at  the  Peartree  Club  House  has  been 
well  maintained.  It  was  found ,  however,  difficult  to  man  it 
continuously  by  voluntary  effort.  In  May  1940  therefore  four  paid 
First  Aid  Party  men  and  two  women  were  appointed.  A  fully  trained 
nurse  was  also  appointed  in  May  1940,  In  November,  1940,  after 
the  air  offensive  on  this  country  began  three  more  paid  men  and  one 
woman  '•'ere  appointed,  so  that  a  First  Aid  Party  was  always  standing 
by  at  any  time  of  the  day  or  night. 

At  the  Parkway  Point  two  paid  men  and  one  woman  were 
appointed  in  May  1940.  The  men  were  to  do  First  Aid  Party  work  or 
join  the  personnel  of  the  Mobile  Unit,  whichever  duty  were  most 
urgently  required.  A  fully  trained  nurse  is  available  on  a  retaining 
fee  if  required  for  the  Mobile  Unit. 

Although  bombs  were  dropped  on  the  Garden  City  Estate 
several  times  during  the  last  three  months  of  1940,  on  only  one 
occasion  did  any  but  very  minor  casualties  occur. 

The  Mobile  Unit  has  not  been  called  out,  nor  have  the 
First  Aid  Parties  been  required  as  reinforcements  in  another 
district  under  the  Mutual  Assistance  Scheme. 


G  Miall  Smith. 

Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Welwyn  Garden  City, 
Herts. 
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